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The Soviet Government is doing a great deal to assist these
peoples and to save them from complete extinction. State
reindeer farms are proving their superiority over the nomadic
form of reindeer-breeding. The use of better types of nets
for fishing, and of the motor-boat in place of the canoe, are
becoming more common. The native is being shown that he
can increase the variety and quantity of his food by growing
potatoes and vegetables and keeping cattle on. the meadow-
lands.
The Russian wooden house, and the settled way of life, are
slowly finding favour, and as the younger generation of
natives now goes to school, and the more intelligent pupils
are sent to study at the Institute of the Peoples of the North,
in Leningrad, the number of native doctors, teachers, agri-
cultural and animal-breeding specialists, veterinary surgeons,
and so on, is increasing. The Russians hope that in the future
these peoples will be able to play a great part in developing
the great wealth of minerals and timber which their lands
possess.
Special Problems of the North
The coniferous forest lands are rich in timber, furs, gold,
and other minerals. The Arctic waters and the rivers abound
in seal, walrus, and fish. But the climate places a severe
handicap upon the utilization of these resources. The food
supply is limited, and consequently the population is sparse,
and even with the introduction of more modern ways of
life the lack of labour is a problem which it is not easy to
solve.
The second great problem is that of transport. Over vast
areas there are neither, roads nor railways. West of the river
Yenessei, particularly, the thickets and swamps near the rivers
often make travel impossible except during the winter, when
the marshes are frozen. That is why the population is con-
centrated near to the rivers, in places where there are no
swamps, for along the waterways movement and communica-
tion is at least possible during the summer months. But even
when timber and furs can be carried along the great rivers,